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The Inaugural Global Forum
OnMarch 19, 2008, the ISSCR convened its inaugural Global Fo-
rum, bringing the ISSCR Global Advisory Council together with
members of the leadership and experts in science, law, and pub-
lic policy. The newly formed council is the first external advisory
group for the ISSCR and is made up of leaders in the public and
private sector who share a commitment to the goals of the soci-
ety. The Global Forum (Daley et al., 2008) provided leadership
with novel insight and perspective on a broad spectrum of is-
sues, from which core goals emerged:
 To provide a strong, unified, and proactive voice for stem
cell research
 To provide leadership in creating realistic expectations for
advances in stem cell therapy
 To engage multidisciplinary and clinical constituencies in
initiatives
2007 Shanghai International Symposium on Stem Cell
Research
The ISSCR reached beyond the annual meeting series for the
first time this past year to work with the Shanghai Institute for
Biological Sciences/Chinese Academy of Sciences and other
regional groups in China to offer this symposium in Shanghai,
November 6–9, 2007. The meeting was a resounding success,
drawing nearly 500 scientists and showcasing China as an
emerging force in stem cell research. A review of this edifying
meeting was published in the ISSCR pages of Cell Stem Cell
(Cheng et al., 2008).
Policy Initiatives and Resources
The ISSCR ‘‘Guidelines for the Conduct of Human
Embryonic Stem Cell Research’’
An ISSCR task force composed of experts in science and med-
icine, ethics, and law developed a comprehensive set of guide-
lines for the conduct of human embryonic stem cell research
that take into consideration the international diversity of cultural,
political, legal, and religious perspectives. The guidelines articu-
late core principles, promote transparency, and aim to facilitate
international collaboration by encouraging investigators and
‘‘.the ISSCR’s Global Forum engages experts
in science, law, and public policy to develop
strategic direction to ensure progress in the
use of stem cells for drug discovery, diagnosis,
and therapy.’’
—Paul Berg, MD, PhD, Professor and Director
Emeritus, Stanford University School of Medi-
cine, Stanford, CA, USAinstitutions to adhere to a uniform set of practices. The ISSCR
leadership is committed to ongoing review and clarification of
the guidelines as the fast pace of research challenges us with
new questions.
 Guidelines are available on the ISSCR Web site (http://
www.isscr.org/guidelines/).Cell Stem Cell 3, August 7, 2008 ª2008 ISSCR 159
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lines the essential elements of the document.
 Supporting resources include template documents for
informed consent and material transfer processes.
These guidelines underpin ongoing efforts by the ISSCR to
cultivate transparency and well-regulated practice of stem cell
research.
The ISSCR acknowledges the financial support of The Genet-
ics and Public Policy Center of Johns Hopkins University (Direc-
tor, Kathy Hudson, PhD), the Norwegian Research Council, Sung
Chull Junn Esq., and WilmerHale.
The ISSCR Registry of Human Embryonic Stem Cell
Line Provenance
Extending the work of the ISSCR ‘‘Guidelines for the Conduct of
Human Embryonic Research,’’ the society is developing an
international, centralized registry of human embryonic stem
cell lines whose provenance has been documented and evalu-
ated. In providing this information, the registry will support indi-
vidual researchers, the stem cell research oversight process,
and other agencies, such as granting and publishing, in assess-
ing research proposals for ethical merit, and thereby facilitate
a rapid assimilation of existing and future lines by the research
community.
 Advisory group convened to finalize registry structure and
process
 Interaction with other international registry and banking
efforts established
The ISSCR Task Force on the Clinical Translation
of Stem Cells
The extraordinary promise that stem cells hold for the treatment
of a wide range of diseases and conditions brings with it a great
responsibility for delivering this promise to patients in a safe, ef-
fective, and fair manner. The task force, composed of 30 leading
international researchers, clinicians, ethicists, and regulatory of-
ficials from 14 nations, was established with resounding interna-
tional support in November 2007 to develop guidelines for the re-
sponsible transition of basic research into appropriate clinical
applications internationally.
 Draft document in preparation, to be made available for
public consultation
 Presentation at the 6th ISSCR Annual Meeting in June
2008, outlining progress and articulating a need for high
standards of clinical research using stem cells
‘‘The ISSCR enjoys an enviable reputation for
leadership in this timely field and deserves the
gratitude of the scientific community for its ad-
vocacy of all types of stem cell research.’’
—William B. Neaves, PhD, President and CEO,
Stowers Institute for Medical Research, Kansas
City, MO, USA160 Cell Stem Cell 3, August 7, 2008 ª2008 ISSCR Comment welcomed throughout the process (http://www.
isscr.org/clinical_trans/)
For patients seeking stem cell treatments, the guidelines and
associated resources will provide means to distinguish legiti-
mate clinical research from what is sometimes referred to as
‘‘stem cell tourism,’’ where patients travel for interventions that
are performed outside of a clear regulatory and ethical frame-
work, without clearly defined methods, stringent oversight, and
transparency, or ongoing monitoring and follow-up, and where
results are not disseminated beyond anecdotes.
The work being undertaken by the ISSCR Task Force on the
Clinical Translation of Stem Cells has been made possible
thanks to the partial support of the EUROCORES Programme
EuroSTELLS, a European Science Foundation (ESF) initiative
supported by the European Commission, Sixth Framework
Programme, under contract number ERAS-CT-2003-980409.
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tions. EuroSTELLS is managed by the European Medical Re-
search Councils (EMRC) at the ESF. The ISSCR also thanks
the Alzheimer’s Research Foundation, The Ellison Medical
Foundation, and the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation
Beta Cell Replacement Advisory Committee for their generous
financial support of the task force.
Publications and Communications
The Pulse Newsletter
Themonthly ISSCR newsletter, The Pulse, presents ISSCR news
and activities and highlights recent scientific developments,
meetings, and courses; funding opportunities; and other news
of interest to the international research community. The Pulse
is a core vehicle of communication to several constituencies,
with circulation rising in the past year to 10,000. The ISSCR
now offers the opportunity to sponsor The Pulse, the revenue
from which is used to extend the travel fellowship program that
supports members attending the ISSCR Annual Meeting.
The ISSCR Web Site
The ISSCR Web site (http://www.isscr.org/) offers a gateway to
the array of ISSCR news, events, communications, and other
tools and resources. Four platforms address the different needs
of ISSCR members, researchers, the public, and the media. The
Web site continues to be a central, reliable source for information
pertaining to stem cell research; garners a high volume of traffic;
and plays a critical role in information exchange between re-
searchers and the public around the world. Continued enhance-
ment of the Web site remains an important focus of the ISSCR
and is made possible by a generous grant from the Juvenile
Diabetes Research Foundation.
Cell Stem Cell
The official affiliated journal of the ISSCR, Cell Stem Cell is
a high-end, peer-reviewed forum for research and discussion
pertaining to stem cell biology. A unique publishing model offers
dedicated pages for ISSCR-communicated articles in each is-
sue. These pages, edited by ISSCR Science Editor Heather
Rooke, provide a formal vehicle for the ISSCR to communicate
society news and undertakings, and to raise issues for discus-
sion within the research community. The journal debuted at the
5th ISSCR Annual Meeting in Cairns, Australia, and celebrated
‘‘.supporting stem cell research is a moral im-
perative for anyone who cares about reducing
suffering on this planet. Indeed, if we are to
meet our moral obligations to our fellow human
beings, ISSCR and stem cell research must
flourish.’’
—Jim Yong Kim, MD, PhD, Center Director,
Franc¸ois Xavier Bagnoud Center for Health
and Human Rights (FXB), Harvard School of
Public Health, Boston, MA, USAits first anniversary in June 2008, to great acclaim. Highlights
of the first year include the following:
 Three months complimentary print subscription to ISSCR
members
 Ongoing discounted subscription rate for ISSCR members
 A free copy of Cell Stem Cell to 2007 and 2008 ISSCR An-
nual Meeting attendees
 Highly cited research and discussion articles covering
many aspects of the field
 ‘‘Best New Journal in Science, Technology and Medicine’’
award received from the Association of American Pub-
lishers
 Indexed in MEDLINE/PubMed and Scopus literature
databases
 Offered new article formats including ‘‘Protocol Review,’’
‘‘Letter,’’ and ‘‘Forum’’
Current Protocols in Stem Cell Biology
Published in affiliation with the ISSCR,Current Protocols in Stem
Cell Biology (CPSC) is an essential reference tool, providing the
Cell Stem Cell 3, August 7, 2008 ª2008 ISSCR 161
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ISSCR committee members, June 21, 2007–June 14, 2008 (end of 5th ISSCR Annual Meeting–end of 6th ISSCR Annual Meeting).most fundamental protocols andmethods from leading names in
the field of stem cell biology. Online and continually updated,
CPSC expands with the latest research and discoveries. CPSC
launched online in June 2007, offering free institutional access
with personal subscriptions available from January 2008. High-
lights of the first year include the following:
 Personal subscriptions available from January 2008
 Ongoing discounted subscription rate for ISSCR members162 Cell Stem Cell 3, August 7, 2008 ª2008 ISSCR Continued content development, now offering more than
35 modules
Public Education Highlights
The ISSCR Public Education Committee (Figure 1) works with
staff to develop educational materials for the public interface of
the Web site, identify new avenues for education and outreach,
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with the ISSCR annual meetings.
Public Education Symposia on Stem Cell Biology
Immediately preceding the 2008 annual meeting, we were de-
lighted to offer two free events to the public in association with
the University of Pennsylvania Department of Cell and Develop-
mental Biology and the Institute for Regenerative Medicine at
the University of Pennsylvania. This year’s program included
a ‘‘Workshop on Stem Cell Biology’’ for educators, students,
and all interested, in addition to a thought-provoking eveningpanel discussion. The workshop, offered for the first time this
year, was extremely well received, and the ISSCR will look to
continue this format at future meetings. Our thanks to Dr. Jona-
than Epstein of the Public Education Committee for his key role in
developing these events.
Stem Cell Briefings
Breaking down recent research for the lay reader, the Stem Cell
Briefings pages have proved a popular resource for ISSCR Web
site visitors. The past year’s Briefings have taken the reader
through a broad range of topics, highlighting 11 papers in seven
articles. Touching on technologies such asmouse and human in-
duced pluripotent stem cells (iPSCs), nuclear transfer in the
monkey, and imaging stem cells in the brain, the Briefings serve
as a record of some key scientific milestones seen during the
past year.
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